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Clinical Award Validation Questions: 

Autumn M. Avila, MPH
HAI Epidemiologist II

Healthcare-Associated Infections Unit
Communicable Disease Epidemiology Section

S.C. Department of Public Health
Mobile: (839) 223-1198

Email: AvilaAM@dph.sc.gov



SCHA Priority Awards

•Behavioral Health

•Workplace Violence

•Maternal Health







New Metrics for Behavioral Health 
Priority Award

• Enhanced Screening for Postpartum Patients: Although screening for all patients is 
critical for early detection of suicide risk, extra attention and sensitivity should be 
dedicated to strengthening detection of the elevated suicide risk during the 
postpartum period. The facility has implemented staff awareness/readiness and the 
need for an enhanced screening protocol for any patient who has been pregnant 
within the past 365 days, paying special attention to the sensitive nature of the newly 
post-partum person. This includes individuals with elective or spontaneous abortion, 
fetal demise, or live birth. 

• For Acute Facilities with Emergency Departments Only: Facility has explored a process 
or tool to quickly determine medical stability of patients arriving in emergency 
departments in behavioral health crisis in order to avoid unnecessary testing and 
expense for patients, reduce stress for patience and accelerate door to psychiatric 
consult time. EMR-integrated validated tools, such as SMART and Hack’s Impairment 
Index (HII), are examples of tools that can be used to streamline medical-stability 
determination process for low-risk patients. 











New for 2026

• Application Portal Dates

• New SCHA Priority Award: 
Behavioral Health

• SCHA Priority Award metrics 

• Awards Distribution: Better State of 
Health Annual Meeting (December 
9, 2026)



Zero Harm Awards Portal

• Application portal dates: August 12 - September 11 

• Multiple users allowed to apply from each facility for different 
award categories 

• Save and create account option

• Multiple email confirmations/application copies can be sent  

• Online application demo



Priority Award Questions/Presenter Information

Workplace Violence: 
Beth Morgan, MHA, BSN, RN, 
CNOR, CPHQ
SC Hospital Association
Director, Clinical Affairs & 
Workforce
Email: Bmorgan@scha.org
Phone: (803) 744-3545

Maternal Health: 
Ana López- De Fede, Ph.D.
Distinguished Research 
Professor Emerita and
Associate Director Institute 
for Families in Society,
College of Social Work, 
University of South Carolina
Email: 
adefede@mailbox.sc.edu
Phone: 803-777-5789

Behavioral Health: 
Jennifer Butler, MSW, LISW-
CP/S, ACSW, CSWM
Program Manager II
Office of Mental Health
Department of Behavioral 
Health and Developmental 
Disabilities 
Email: 
Jennifer.butler@scdmh.org 
Phone: (803) 896-4352 



Questions?

Nan Carter, MPH, CHES

Manager, 
Zero Harm Programming

ncarter@scha.org 

(803) 399-9658

mailto:ncarter@scha.org
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